
Horizon 2020 
Societal Challenge 

Health 
Funding Opportunities 
in Personalized Health

Ms Sasha Hugentobler, PhD., NCP Health, 
Demographic change and well being 

Ms Agnes Szeberenyi, Scientific Collaborator Health
Euresearch Head Office 
health@euresearch.ch 
+41 31 380 60 00



2

European Research Council    
EUR 13.1 bn

Societal Challenges 
(EUR 29.7 bn) 

Climate/Environment (SC5)
EUR 3 bn

Inclusive Societies (SC6)
EUR 1.3 bn

Energy (SC3)
EUR 6 bn

Transport (SC4)
EUR 6.3 bn

Health (SC1)
EUR 7.5 bn

Food (SC2)
EUR 3.9 bn

Security (SC7)
EUR 1.7 bn

Excellent Science
(EUR 24.4 bn) 

Marie  Skłodowska-Curie
Actions (MSCA)
EUR 6.1 bn

Research Infrastructures
EUR 2.5 bn

Future and Emerging
Technologies (FET)
EUR 2.7 bn

European Research Council 
13.1 bn

Industrial Leadership
(EUR 17 bn) 

Leadership in Enabling and
Industrial Technologies:
EUR  13.5 bn

NMBP:
• Nanotechnology
• Advanced Materials
• Biotechnology
• Manufacturing & Processing

ICT
Space

Access to risk finance
EUR 2.9 bn

Innovation in SME
EUR 0.6 bn

Spreading Excellence and Widening Participation EUR 0.8 bn

Science with and for Society  EUR 0.5 bn

Europ. Institute of Innovation 
+Technology (EIT) EUR 2.7 bn

Euratom
EUR 1.6  bn

Joint Research Centre (JRC)
EUR 1.9 bn

Personalized Health in Horizon 2020

As from 1 January 2017 Switzerland is associated to the entire Horizon 2020
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Political goals of the Societal Challenges in 
Horizon2020

§Tackle global and societal 
challenges & concerns of citizens 
& society

§ Inter-sectorial and 
multidisciplinary collaborative 
research & innovation



4

Basic Rules
§Problems/challenges to target
were identified

§EC together with different experts
prepares and launches a call with
a work programme

§Work programme defines “topics”,
to which solutions are thought

§You provide together with your
international consortium of
experts the best solution to the
identified problem

§One can only submit a proposal to
a topic in an open call
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The call “Better Health and care, economic growth and 
sustainable health systems” 
will be implemented though 5 priorities:

§Personalised medicine
§ Innovative health and care industry
§ Infectious diseases and improving global health
§ Innovative health and care systems - Integration of care
§Decoding the role of the environment for health and 
well-being

2018-2020 Health programme: 3 calls
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Personalised medicine in H2020

§Definition used: A medical approach which is tailored to 
the patient or a group of patients – for prevention, 
prediction and treatment

§Areas of application include chronic, rare and 
communicable disease

§Type of population can including children, the ageing 
population or high-risk group

§Expected key impacts: Improved health outcomes for 
the citizens

§The International Consortium on Personalised Medicine
will be instrumental to support these aims (no Swiss 
representation - yet)
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Understanding call topics and how to read them
Example from WP 2018-2020

§ Call topic: Digital diagnostics – developing tools for clinical 
decisions integrating in vitro and in vivo diagnostics

§ Publication date: tbd and deadline: tbd
§ Type of action: RIA
§ Topic description
§ Scope

oDevelop tools to support clinical decisions that will use 
information from the most relevant diagnostic means in a 
particular area.

oIntegrate in vitro and in vivo diagnostics as appropriate taking 
into account the needs of healthcare practitioners.

o Proposals should be aligned with the objectives of the 
International Consortium for Personalised Medicine.

§Expected impact
oImprove the quality and sustainability of healthcare through 

more encompassing diagnosis and personalised
treatments.
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Overview of funding schemes 
Funding  scheme/ 
type of action

Definition Funding rate Duration (in 
months)

Condition

Research and 
innovation action –
RIA

Basic and applied 
research, technology 
development and 
integration, testing and 
validation on a small 
scale prototype in a 
laboratory or simulated 
environment

100% 36-48 ≥ 3 legal entities 
(in AS or MS)

Innovation action –
IA

produce plans and 
arrangements or 
designs for new, 
altered or improved 
products, processes or 
services

70% - for profit
100% - not for 
profit

30-36 ≥ 3 legal entities 
(in AS or MS)

Coordination and
support action –
CSA

accompanying 
measures 
such dissemination, 
awareness raising, 
networking, policy 
dialogues, 
standardization

100% 12-48 1 legal entity (in 
AS or MS)
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Overview of funding schemes II.
Funding  scheme Definition Funding Duration 

(in months)
Condition

SME instrument Φ1: making a feasibility study 
for an innovation idea, (i.e. 
‘business plan’ for new, 
altered or improved product, 
process or service)

Φ2: implementing an 
innovation project (incl.
prototyping, testing, 
demonstrating, piloting, 
large-scale product validation 
and market replication)

Φ3: support to commercial 
exploitation

Φ1: lump sum 
of 50kEUR
Φ2: 0.5- 5 mio
EUR
Φ3: no funding

Φ1: 6
Φ2:12-24
Φ3: Cont’d 

One for profit

Pre-commercial 
procurement -
PCP

public procurement of R&D 
services  and related 
additional coordination and 
networking activities

90% 18-48 ≥ 3 legal entities (in 
MS or AS) of which 2 
must be public 
procurers

Public 
procurement of 
innovative 
solutions - PPI

public procurement of
innovative solutions and
related additional 
coordination and networking 
activities

35% 18-48 ≥ 3 legal entities (in 
MS or AS) of which 2 
must be public 
procurers

Prizes Recognize past achievements; 
induce future activities

1millio EUR variable 1 legal entity (MS or
AS)
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Overview of funding schemes II.

Funding  scheme Definition Funding Duration 
(in months)

Condition

ERA Net Co-fund Coordinate research efforts of 
participating Member States 
or Associates Countries in the 
field described & implement 
joint transnational call for 
proposals with EU co-funding

33% Variable ≥ 3 legal entities from 3 
Member States or 
Associated Countries 
Participants must be 
‘research funders’, i.e. 
legal entities owning or 
managing public 
research and innovation 
programmes, e.g. SNSF

European Joint 
Programme (EJP) 
Cofund actions

Support coordinated national 
research and innovation 
programmes

70% variable ≥ 5 legal entities from 5 
Member States or 
Associated Countries. 
Participants must be 
legal entities owning or 
mandated to manage 
national research and 
innovation 
programmes.
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Some Upcoming
Personalized Health
Topics in Call
2018-2020
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What is the next step?
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EVENTS

WE
CONNECT

WE 
ADVISE

WE 
INFORM

Euresearch Service
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§ Check on & subscribe to e-Alerts: www.euresearch.ch/health
§ Contact us if you wish to know more about a call or topic!
§ Start building a consortium

§ Open Info Day  Brussels 2017- 8 December 2017
oOfficial launch of the Health Work Programme 2018-2020

§ Brokerage event  Brussels organized by HNN2.0 - 7 December 2017-
Partnering, creating consortia

§ Applicant training by Euresearch in Zürich on 14 December 2017 
https://www.euresearch.ch/en/events/event-detail/showUid/642/

What is the next step?
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Who is Euresearch?
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Head Office & Regional Offices
Health National Contact Points (NCP) are:
Ø Nominated by their governments
Ø Mandated to: 
1. Spread awareness, 
2. Provide specialist advice and guidance on

Health research funding opportunities
within Horizon 2020,

3. Ensure that the programme is readily 
accessible to all potential applicants. 

10 Regional Offices: Generalists, Admin, Legal & Financial support
Head Office (Bern): Specialists, Scientific & Strategic support, NCPs
SwissCore (Brussels): Lobbyist, Brussels contacts & meeting space
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Contact Data

Sasha Hugentobler
National contact point (NCP) Health
health@euresearch.ch
031 380 60 06

Agnes Szeberenyi
Scientific Collaborator Health
health@euresearch.ch
031 380 60 25


